To Leaks in 






Bulletin Wire Services 

Washington — The, House Select 
Committee on Assassinations has 
found memoranda and other evidence 
that indicates that former President 
Gerald Ford secretly kept the FBI in- 
form*** ;*feout the Warren Commis- 
sion’s BSWKtigation of President John 
F. Kennedy’s death. 

Also, 14 years ago Ford was-investi-. 
gated by the FBI as:a possible source 
of leaks to the press of ^highly confi- 
dential ihlortnatibh: from the Warren 
Commission’s probe. 

Today, the former -president was 
testifying in the committee’s public 
hearings on its reinvestigation of the 
Kennedy death. 

The panel was set to question, the 
former president about a sta'te%dnt in 
FBI files that he agreed to keep the 
FBI “thoroughly advised as to the ac- 
tivities of the commission” on a confi- 
dential basis. v 

A spokesman for Ford said the pres- 
ident had two contacts with an FBI of- 
ficial about the Warren Commission, 
but that the president’s records indi- 
cated that it was before the commis- 
sion’s actual investigation had begun 
and did not compromise the integrity 
of its findings on the Kennedy assassi- 
nation. 

It was revealed only last December 



that Ford, then a member of Congress 
as well as a member of. the Warren 
Commission, was one of several per- 
sons suspected of being tde source of 
leaks to the press. 

According to the FBI’s 1964 files, 
declassified and’ made public Dec. 7, 
1977, the bureau cleared Ford but 
failed to resolve who released the 
information. 

Ford’s knowledge was sought con- 
cerning, among other things, the War- 
ren Commission’s handling of its in- 
vestigation and- whether that panel 
had pursued all conspiracy and other 
leads before concluding that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald alone killed Kennedy. 

House investigators believe that 
Ford’s testimony will be important in 
helping them determine whether the 
commission arrived at an independent 
decision about President Kennedy’s 
death and did not come under undue 
influence of the FBI. 

What may not have been a random 
question at the committee’s hearing 
yesterday indicated interest in 
whether someone on the Warren Com- 
mission had informed FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover what line the panel was 
taking in its secret hearings. 

James R. Malley, who was the 
FBI’s liaison man with the commis- 
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James R. Malley, the FBI’s liaison man with the Warren Com- 
mission, testifies before the House Committee on Assassinations. 
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sion and personally reviewed all in- 
vestigative evidence the bureau sent 
to the panel, testified yesterday that 
he knew of no FBI “tipster” on the 
commission. 

“Are you aware that Hoover had 
dossiers on the Warren Commisssion 
members?” asked Rep. Louis Stokes 
(D-Ohio), committee chairman. 

Malley said he didn’t think he was 
told that, but said it would have been 
logical for the bureau to have back- 
ground material on commission mem- 
bers and staff. • \ 

Stokes remarked that FBI files 
showed Hoover “did not like to see the 
Warren Commission come into exis- 
tence” and was jealous of its usurping 
the FBI’s role. 

Malley said he never heard that. He 
said Hoover told him and his col- 
leagues more than once to pursue the 
Kennedy assassination investigation 
no matter where it led, and to give the 
commission anything it wanted. 

The House committee yesterday 
presented evidence that the FBI pun- 
ished 17 agents and officials for mis- 
takes in their investigation of Oswald 
prior to the assassination. 

, ' But two former-FBI assistant direc- 
tors strongly defended the bureau’s 
overall handling of the case. 

James H. Gale, who was in charge 



of the FBI’s internal inspections, said 
he recommended disciplinary action 
against the 17 agents and officials be- 
cause of deficiencies in their pre-as- 
sassination probe of Oswald. 

But he said even if there had been 
no mistakes, “it would not have made 
any difference in Dallas. I don’t think 
it would have prevented the assassina- 
tion.” 

Oswald first came to the FBI’s at- 
tention in 1959 when he settled in the 
Soviet Union and declared he was em- 
bracing communism. When he- re- 
turned to the United States with his. 
Russian-born wife Marina in 1962, FBI. 
agents attempted to interview him but 
found him uncooperative. 

Gale said he faulted the 17 agents 
and officials for failing to get a full 
interview with Oswald’s wife, for 
neglecting to intensify the investiga- 
tion after Oswald contacted the Soviet 
embassy in Mexico City in September 
1963, and for failing to add Oswald’s 
name to the bureau’s top-secret “se- 
curity index.” 




